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Introduction

. This report is an analysis of the academic performance
during Fall 1572 of the Fall 1572 entering freshman class.
In addition tp statistics on the populatiOn as.a whole,

'

.students in Zarieus eXceptions categories have been ident3,,e
fied and statistics by group have been developed, ,-:

Data

Students in exceptions categories were 'identified us-_
ing lists provided by

1. R. Lawrence, Director of Minority Recruiting
2. J. Hirsch, Director. of, 40missions & Registrations
3. T. McIver, Administrative Assistant, LRP

-4. J. Calliotte,'Acting Directoi,Counseling- Center.

The exceptions categoriesIare: .

1. Students who received,tth week warning letters.
2. StudentS admitted ,in th9 6% exceptions category.
3. raT1-1972 LRP inviteeS. This category (;ras.fur -

ther broken down into: 0

a. Those who entered ii.he prggram

b. Those who declined._
ti

4. Summer 1972 ALP participants
5. Students whO received ,ScholabticAchievement awards
6. *Students admitted froM the lottery
7. Students not in any ofIthe above categories.

Note that the categories are not.muilbally exclusive.

Of these students, those who were'first semester fresh-
/ men, (0-8 earned hours prior fo start of semester) in,the Fall
( 1972 semester were selected for further study. This yielded

a total population of 1278 students for the study.

'or each of .t se students a data set was developed us-
,

ing the aforeme oned lists, the Student Data Base. (date of
file February 31, and the enrollment file for tfie.3rd week'
of classes (Se attachment 1).s

\'esign
//
of 'the Study

The following variables were selected for study:

1. Cumulative hours earned
2. 'Cumulative t.P.A.
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3. HeUrs attempted, 3rd week of the Fall 1972
- semester
4, Hours attempted, end' of term
5. Year of birth
6. SAT rbat
7. SAT ITath
8. Decile rank of student in the graduating high

school class (high school of 9-&-.1007-10th_dec-

-

ile; 80-90, 9th, etc).
p. Predictive Index.

Basic stati tics (mean (i), standard deviation (s),
number of stUdeN (n), min, max).were dVveloPed for] the
population as a sThole and for each of the subgroups. Stu-

'dents t and (two tailed) was then computed testing the
hypothesis that the subgroup mean (y) equaled the population.
me (u) (Ho: y=u H :17u).

' 1-

. V . a \
The res f this analysis are summarized in Table 1.\

ddition- ly, the academic status and the sex /marital
status was investigated for each group. The academic status
code is developed usfing the guidelines set down in the UNBC
academic retention plan. The results of these tabulationg-

,
are in Table.2.

Discussion of Findings

First we may note that there are .some.inconsie)tencies
in the data, partictlarly in mvimum valtes for certain data
elements: Some of these are dalkto miscodeddata in the,
files (e.g., a transfer student coded aS:=a-lst semester fresh-
man, etc). Some are due to the fact that a Student having
8 earned hours at the beginning of the semester (transfer
credit, aredit,by eXa.'m, etc) is considered a lst=semester
freshman. The number of,students having 'extreme values is

very small and does not appreciably affect theAtatistics.

It should also be noted that .n varies for the variables
within groups. This is due to missing data values in the
file. Missing- values were eliminated in the computation 0
the statistics.

1. Curitulative Hours Earne Cumulative C.P.A.
I .

In general, studen

a. 6th week warn
b. 6% exception
c. .LRP (Fail]. 19

d.. ALP (Summe 197
e. Lottery admit

the ca egories.

titter
is
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ols 0

scored significantly lower than he general population.
The only exception to this was t e LRP (Fall 1%72 'par-
ticipants. For this group the iean cumulative h rs
earned is not significantly low r than the popepopiildtion
mean. 1

Scholastic Achievement award s
ing at a slightly lower level than
whole but this difference is not St
,cant.

lidents are
e po
ist

. ,

rform-
btion as a

eally signifi-

Students not in any of the exceptions elate ies-

ar erforming at 'a level significantly higher than e
population mean for these two variables. .,

4
,

2. Hours Attempted (3rd week of term),.
1 Hours Attempted (end of term)

For 'hours attempted' (3rd week of term) no signi-
ficant difference has been,noted for students in the
following categpries:

,

.

//

_

a. 6% exception
b.- LRP (Fall 1972) ,

Significantlplower means are indicated in,.the groups:,

a. 6th week warning letter' I
b. ALP (Summer 1972) 7. -

c, Lottery Admits
d. Schol/stic A'chievemeiitard . .

Students not in any of the abpve groups show a, s-
nificantly higher mean. °

For he variable 'hours attempted' (end of term) 411 of
th e exceptions categories iJodicate significantly lower means
with the exception of the LRP (Fall 1972) partici allts.
Those in the other freshman category show 4 significantly
higher meam-for this variable.

3. SAT verbal, SAT math, Depile in graduating High
School class, Predictive Index

Exceptions caCegory.students show significantly lower
means on all of these variables and students not In an
exceptions category show signifidantly higher mean. The
only exception to this is the Scholastic' Achievement award
category. The means for High School Rank ---and predictive
index are significantly higher than _the population mean
for th\i s group.

-/3

5
Cr

sI
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4. Adademic Status Code
,

The'academic status code is computed accbrding
the UMBC academic retention plan. . Retelling to LiD.BC
Bulletin 1972 -73,- page. 60 and to the'taghlated codes:

Criteria
Category Total Hours Attempted GPA

Good standinig 1 -5 0.0.
; 6-2 ,1.35'

21-35 -1.65

12 in given 3.50 in giVen
semesteZ semester

Honors

Probation

Dismissal

15 N.A.
6-20 1.35
21-35 i 1.65

1-5
6-20.
21-35

N.A.
0.35
1.35

"Regardless of his cumulative grade point average, how-
ever, no stude shall be dismissed at the end of any
,grading period du ng which he was reg tered for and
completed at least semester, hours wi h an average of
2.Q0 or better".

Note that students with fewer th .5 cumdlative
stempted are considered in goo standing regard-

1 ss Of'their GPA and that the honors category is based
on semester hours attempted and GPA, not cumulative.

The study shows that for the total po0Ulatiop 32
(2 %) Students were dismissed aria 120(9.4%) are on
cFlemic probation and 1,125 (88,1%) are_ in gopd aca-
demic standing.

The pattern for the students in the various cate-
gories indicates that students in the exceptions cate-
gories have proportunatelir more students in academic
difficulty (probation, dismissed) an the total popu-
lation. Scholastic Achievement Awa d students have about
the same per'centage of students in he probation/dis-

-__ missal category as the general population arid- other
freshmen have a lower proportrdh of students in these



5. Sex/Marital Status

Overall the entering class contains 665 males (52.01-)
and 613 females (47.97%). Grouping the Other Freshmen and.
Scholastic Achievement Award categories we find 422 males,
(48.45%) and 449 females (51.55%). Grouping the .reMa1nder\
of the students, those in.exceptions Categories, shows 241. ,

males (59.71%) and 164 females (40.290). Thus a higher
proportion of males are represented in the.exce tionp
categories.4

The Scholastic Achievement Award students show a
reverse disproportion, i.e. 32 of the 39 (82.1%) parti-.
cipants are female.

CONCLUSIONS

This report is a first look at the perfbrmance of
the Fall 1972 freshmen class. As the statistics for the
academic performance variables (cumulative hours earned,
Cumulative GPA, Hours Attempted 3rd week and end oflterm)
are for a single semester it is felt that attempting to'.
draw too many conclusions from these statistics would
be an error. The statistics on the descriptive variables
(Year of Birth, Sex/Marital Status, SAT's, Decile and
Predictive Index) however, do give some idea-of the com-
position and academic preparation of this class.

Kee Ring these limitatidns in mind-the following
conclusiohs may bq, drawn.,

1. -Students in the lalp Fall (accepted) category
are performing aI the 16Vel of the general population.q
The means for cumulative Hours, tarned, Hours.Attempted
(3rd week) and Hours Attempted (end of term) are-not
significantly different froM the population means. The
mean for - Cumulative GPA is significantly lower than the
population mean. Eveniwith this the mean value (1.729)
is a satisfactory fi st semester -GPA. Additionally
students in this c egory are performing at ahigher level
than students in the LRP Fall (declined) category.

2. Students in ths Summer 197.2 'ALP category are
performing at a much lower level than both the general
population aq. any' other exoeptionrcategory.

4 3. Male students are disproportionately represented
in the academic exceptions categories, females in the
Scholastic Achievement Awa-rd category.

_
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